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B. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS _ 



/ 



1. (Currently amended) A method of providing a thir'd 6arty 
logging proxy server, said method comprising: 
assigning obtaining one or more product identifiers to 
digital works received from one or more providers, 
each product identifier corresponding tgf one of the 
digital works product ; 
storing the received digital works on a n6nvolatile storage 
device accessible from the third party logging server; 
receiving , over a computer network, a/ product sale 

identifier from a merchant computer, .the product sale 
identifier corresponding wit>i one of the digital 
works; / 
transmitting the requested digital work from the third 

party logging server tc/the merchant computer through 
^ the computer network; /and 

identifying ono of tttp product idcntifioro that corroopondo 



to the product paW identifier; and 
storing a sales record/in response to receiving the product 

sale identifier. 

/ 

(Original) The method as described in claim 1 further 
comprising: 

receiving a royalty rate corresponding with at least one of 

the product identifiers from one of the providers; 
wherein the /storing further includes: 

calculating an account balance for the merchant. 

z 

(Original) The method as described in claim 2 further 
comprising : 
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receiving a payment from the merchant in response to 
receiving the product sale identifier/, 

wherein the payment is calculated based 6n the received 
royalty rate corresponding to the/product sale 
identifier. 

4. (Original) The method as describe^ in claim 2 further 
comprising: 

calculating an account balance /for the provider 

corresponding with the identified product identifier. 

5. (Original) The method as ^escribed in claim 4 further 
comprising : /"\ 

transferring funds corresponding to the provider's account 
balance t/o the provider; and 



modifying the 
transfer: 



' s account balance in response to the 



(Original) The/ method as described in claim 2 further 
comprising : 

receiving^ payment from the merchant corresponding to the 

mer/Cl>ant ' s account balance ; and 
modify^h^ the merchant's account balance in response to 
^ceiving the payment . 



(Cancelled) 



(Original) The method as described in claim 7 further 
comprising : 

receiving one or more royalty rates from the providers 

corresponding to the digital works; and 
^rvtH ^-j n g th e r oy a X fe- y r a tgs~ro~~t"he merchant . 
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10. 



11 , 




13. 



(Original) The method as (^escribed in claim 1 further 
comprising: 

registering each provider fwith the third party logging 
proxy server prior to the obtaining; and 

providing each provider wi.th an access mechanism in 
response to the registering. 



(Original) The method as 
comprising : 

registering the merchant 



described in claim 1 further 



tfith the third party logging proxy 
server prior to the receiving; and 
providing the merchant with an access mechanism in response 
to the registering. 

(Original) The method as 
comprising : 

receiving a merchant inqu 



returning the search 



described in claim 1 further 



iry from one of the providers; 



searching a data store^in response to the inquiry; 
preparing a search resultskn response to the searching; and 



result to the provider. 



(Original) The method as) described in claim 11 wherein the 
search result includesMtftfether one or more merchants are 
registered with the thirfi party logging proxy server. 

(Currently amended) An /information handling system 
comprising: / 
one or more processors;/ 
a memory accessible by ^the processors; 

a network interface connecting the information handling 

system to a computer network; 
a nonvolatile storage device accessible by the processors; 

and 
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14, 



a logging tool, the logging tool including: 
means for assigning obtaining one or more product 

identifiers to digitial works received from one or more 

providers, each product identifier corresponding to 

one of the digital works product ; 
means for storing the received digital works on the 

nonvolatile storage device; 
means for receiving , over the computer network, a product 

sale identifier frjom a merchant computer, the product 

sale identifier corresponding with one of the digital 

works ; 
means for transmitting . 



the requested digital work from the 



third party logging server to the merchant computer 
through the computer network; and 
moano for identifying one of the product idontifioro that 
corrcopondo to the product oalc identifier; and 



means for storing a sales record in response to receiving 
the produo€^a^le| identifier. 

(Original) The inf orjmation/handling system as described in 
claim 13 further compjrisi 
means for receiVing 
least one o 



royalty rate corresponding with at 
Product identifiers from one of the 



provider computers; 



wherein the means for storing further includes: 

means for calculating an account balance for the 

merchant cjor responding to the merchant computer . 

15, (Original) The information handling system as described in 



claim 14 further comprising: 
3 for receivingj a paymer 

to receiving tine product sale identifier, 



means for receivingj a payment from the merchant in response 
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wherein the payment is calculated based on the received 

royalty rate corresponding to the product sale 
identifier. 

16. (Original) The information handling system as described in 
claim 14 further comprising: 

means for calculating /an account balance for the provider 

corresponding with the identified product identifier. 

17. (Original) The information handling system as described in 
claim 16 further comprising: 

means for transferring funds corresponding to the 

provider's accdunt balance to the provider; and 

means for modifying (the provider's account balance in 
response to thi transferring. 

18. (Original) The information handling system as described in 



20. 



claim 14 further c 
means for rec 

corresponding 
means for moqlifyin£ 

respons 

(Cancelled) 



'mprising: 
a payment from the merchant 

'merchant's account balance; and 
merchant's account balance in 
ing the payment . 



(Original) The information handling system as described in 

( 

claim 19 further comprising: 

means for receiving one or more royalty rates from the 
providers cqr responding to the digital works; and 
means for providing the royalty rates to the merchant. 



21. (Original) The information handling system as described in 



claim 13 further 



comprising : 



Docket No. AUS9-2000-0650-US1 



Page 6 of 15 
Dutta- 09/726,272 



Atty Ref No. IBM-0039 



jui 11 iuuj c:icpn none . o i i o / -tc ^ . a w 



/ PATENT 

means for registering eacW provider computer with the third 
party logging proxy server prior to the means for 
obtaining; and 

means for providing each /provider computer with an access 
mechanism in response to the registering. 

22. (Original) The information handling system as described in 
claim 13 further comprising: 

means for registering the merchant computer with the third 
party logging pro^cy server prior to the means for 
receiving; and 

means for providing trie merchant computer with an access 
mechanism in response to the registering. 

23. (Original) The information handling system as described in 
claim 13 further comprising: 

means for receiving k merchant inquiry from one of the 

provider computers; 
means for searching /the nonvolatile storage device in 

response to tW inquiry; 
means for preparing* a search result in response to the 

searching \ anc 
means for retur^in^f t^fie search result to the provider 
computer. 

24. (Currently amended) The information handling system as 
described in claim 23 wherein the search result includes 
whether one or more merchants are registered with the third 
party logging prdxy server. 




25. (Currently amended) A computer program product for 

providing a thirk party logging proxy server, said computer 
program product (comprising: 
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means for assigning obtaining one or more product 

identifiers to digital works received from one or more 
providers, each product identifier corresponding to 
one of the digital works product ; 

means for storing the received digital works on the 
nonvolatile storage device; 

means for receiving, ovjer a computer network, a product 

sale identifier from a merchant computer, the product 
sale identifier corresponding with one of the digital 
works ; I 

means for transmitting the requested digital work from the 



through the computer network; and 



third party loggiing server to the merchant computer 



moano for identifying 



one of tho product idontificro that 



corroopondo to the product oalc identifier; — af*4 
means for storing a sjales record in response to receiving 
the product sale identifier. 

26. (Original) The computer program product as described in 



rising : 

royalty rate corresponding with at 
ct identifiers from one of the 



claim 25 further 
means for receiv, 
least one 
providers; 

wherein the means\fo?r scoring further includes: 

means for calculating an account balance for the 
merchant . 

27. (Original) The compjuter program product as described in 
claim 26 further comprising: 




means for receiving 



a payment from the merchant in response 



to receiving the product sale identifier, 



Docket No. AUS9-2000-0650-US 1 Page 8 of 1 5 

Dutta- 09/726,272 



Atty Ref. No. BM-0039 



PATENT 



28. 



29. 



30 , 



wherein the payment is calculated baaed on the received 
royalty rate corresponding to the product sale 
identifier. 

(Original) The computer program product as described in 
claim 26 further comprising 
means for calculating an ajbcount balance for the provider 
corresponding with the identified product identifier. 

(Original) The computer irogram product as described in 
claim 25 further comprising: 

means for transferring funds corresponding to the 

provider's account balance to the provider; and 

means for modifying the provider's account balance in 
response to the transferring. 



(Original) The computer 
claim 26 further compri 



program product as described in 
ing: 

means for receivinqa payment from the merchant 

corresponding toxhe merchant's account balance; and 
means for modifying the merchant's account balance in 



response to 



receiving/the payment. 



^31 . (Cancel led^J 



32. (Original) The computjer program product as described in 
claim 31 further comprising: 

means for receiving one or more royalty rates from the 
providers corresponding to the digital works; and 
means for providing the royalty rates to the merchant . 

33. (Original) The computer program product as described in 

i 

claim 2 5 further comprising: 
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means for registering each provider with the third party 

logging proxy server prior to the obtaining; and 
means for providing each (provider with an access mechanism 
in response to the Registering. 

(Original) The computer program product as described in 
claim 25 further comprising: 

means for registering the merchant with the third party 
logging proxy server prior to the receiving; and 

means for providing the/ merchant with an access mechanism 
in response to the registering. 

(Original) The computer program product as described in 
claim 25 further comprising: 
means for receiving 

providers ; 
means for searching a 

inquiry; 
means for preparing 

searching ; and> 
means for returning the search result to the provider. 



merchant inquiry from one of the 
[data store in response to the 

result in response to the 



36. (Original) The computer program product as described in 

claim 3 5 wherein the search result includes whether one or 
more merchants are /registered with the third party logging 
proxy s e rve r . 
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